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Abstract

The research was conductad in Feading tor Genaral Communication Class for first
semester students of English Education Study Program of STKIF PGRI Trenggalek.
The purposa of the resaarch was to implement clusiering and paraphrasing to halp
students comprehend the passage of descriptive paragraph. To got the data, the
rasearchers used obsarvation checklist, 1est and guestionnaire. The test was formed in
parapi@asing of passage given. The questionnaire was delivered to get information
aboul the students’ responses during the use of clustering in learming reading, Based
an the students’ work, i shows that their reading comprehension was good altar the
uge of dustenng. The averags of thelr paraphrasing was 82 .34, Tha guestionnalre’
rasult alzo indicates that the students gave positive and good response during the use
af clustering. it assisted them to get the idea of the paragraph and expressed in their
paraphrasa.

Keywords: Clustering, Paraphrasing, Descripéive Paragraph

INTRODUCTION

Az a mother of language, learming reading can be pleasure aclivity, b
sometmas it seems difficull f learning i i& started from the foreign language. The
learnars of foreign language are managed by thair leacher because learning reading s
one of classroom activities, Harmer (2007) states that the place or erwirenment whesa
the sludents are learning |s o byt surrounding tham and the teacher 15 one of tham,
Further, Damayanii (2019} also argues that the teacher has big role fo maotivate the
students in classroom activities. In conclusion, all activites sppled by the teacher can

affect the students’ motivation and stimulate the students in leaming process.
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Tha teacher should be abla to usa the appropriate strategies in teaching reading.
One nléua sirategies can be used is clustering. According to Oshima and Hogue
(2007}, clustaning is prewriting lachneque that can use o get idsas. It is one of visual
waye 1o obtain the idea. Some steps of making clustering are: (1} writing the topic in
the circle of the paper, (2] thirking aboul relaled ideas and write them in smaller circles
arcund the first cirche, (3) producing mose ideas and tharatore more circles around .
Further, Sari and Wahyuni (2018) explain that clustering can be used to increase the
students’ motivation and stimulate their ideas, It can be used to stimulate the students'
motivation as prewrifing in writing process. Lestarn et al (2022) add that clustering is
prediminary writing by expressing relaled ideas through lines, boxes, circles and arrows
to arrange sentences in 1o a good passage. Clustening mot only can be used for writing
activity, but also can be implemented in readng activity, By using clusiering, the
students will b2 easier 1o gain the imporant infarmation or ideas from the text. It zesists
the studenis to comprehend the text or passage easily.

In cenclugion, clustering helps io gel the idea easier of the passage. The
learners can oblain the important informaton by writing it in thair dustering. They ged
keywords of the passage o lake idea exprassad in the passages.

Savaral researches of clustering wene conducted, First, it was conducied by Sari
and Wahyuni (2018) with the research fitte “The Use of Clustering Technique to

rowvia The Students’ Skl in Writing Descriptive Paragraph’ The research was aimead
to find out whether there was significant difference between the students’ who were
taught In wriking descriptive paragraph through Clustering, The research
conducted in SMP Negara Sriwijaya Palembang, The result of research shows that
there wag significart difference betwean the students who were 131.rghlﬂ- us=ing
clustering in writing descripive paragraph and the students who were not taught by
using clustering. The similarity of this research and present research is both of them
used clustening in classroom activity and the differance is the pravious research apphied
clustering for writing activily, but the present research implemented clustering lor
reading activity, They aso differ in applying the stralegy, The previous research only
implamented clustering, bul ke presant research ako  ulilized hrasirg in
classroom activity. The second research related with clustering was conductad by
Lestan et i (2022) with e research tite “Utilizing Clustering Technique o Enhance

Students’ English Writing Perdormance”. The research was conducted for vocational
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high school studants. The purposa of the research was mplemenling clustering ta
enrich the students’ perdormance of writing descriptive paragraph. knowing the
parbeipation of Ebs students wsing clusfering in leaming and teachirg wriling tha
descriptive text and finding the improvement of students’ pm‘E‘m&nnE mn writing by
using clustering. The resull shows that clusiering enriched the students’ padormance
in writing descrptive paragraph and stimulated the students’ participation, actveness,
attention, sericusnass and motivation in learming writing. The simitarty of this research
and present research is both of them used clustaring in classroom activity and tha
differance is the previous research utilized clustering for writing activity, but the present
research applied clustering for reading activity. The present research also mplemented
paraphrasing but the previous ressarch only applied clustenng,

Paraphrasing is ong aclivity in learning reading. According 10 Howard et al in
Mira and Fatimah (2020), paraphrasing in strategy to preserve context and the meaning
of words by restating information and ideas from different source in innovative
language. Furthar, Dallahite & Hawn in Mira and Fatimah (2020) add thal paraphrasing
can e A waEy 0 moniloning somesone's compiehanding of the ext. [t can be concludad
that paraphrasing as ane of stratagy to comprahend the text by restating the information
and ideas in different words, Na & Maiin Hali%ﬂl al (2023) explain that paraphrasing
85 essenfial compelence In writing confext is cognitive ability and invohwes the higher
ardar tinking in high level of wrting and reading compatancy

Reading for Gensra Communication aims at improving the students’ reading
comprebension of basic reading with vanous topics of the passage. |E also purposas to
practice reading faster with a good understanding of the passage. in the ressarch, the
ragearchars applied clustering and pargphrasing.

Based an the description ahb the researchers are motlivated to implament
clustering andaara.phrasing in Reading for General Communication class. The subjects
wara the first semester students of English Education Study Program of STKIP PGRI
Trenggalek. The research is aimed fo implement clusteding to leach Reading lor
Gengral Communication, The researchers are motivated 10 know the students
comprebension after the use of clusterng and paraphrasing. The research also aims
1o know the siudents’ responses during clustoning and paraphrasing werg implemaniod,
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The researchers used qualitative design to conduct the research. According 1o
Ary at al (2002}, qualitative aims to seak tha phenomana understanding by amphasizing
the whole of piciure rather than breaking it in two or more variables. Case study was
usedin the reseanch. The reseanch was conducled o apply clustening and paraphrasing
in readirg class and the text discussad was descriptive texd. The researchers applied
clustering and paraphrasing 1o know the students' understanding of the text. The
shudents’ responses were also investigated after clusterng and paraphrasing wes
implemented,

The subjects of the research were the first semester studenis of English
Education Study Program at STEIF PGR| Tranpgakk wha wers joining Reading for
Ceneral Communication subject. The research was done in several steps. First, the
researchars gave a descrniplive text o the students. Then, they discussed tha text for s
while, The researchers gave material about clusiening and how to make It Next, the
rasearchers asked to students to make clustering of the fext given. They guided the
sudents how 1o maka it Aler all sludents mada clustaring, the resaarchers taught how
to make paraphrasing. They instructad the students 1o make paraphrasing based on
the clustering made balare,

For obtaining the data, the researchers used observation checklist, test and
quastnrmaine Obsardation chacklist was used 0 geﬁnmn'nan-:n it the resgarchars
conducted the research suitable with steps prepared. Test was conducted to know the
students’ understanding of the text, Paraphrasing was used as test fo evaluate .,
Questionnaire was delivered to find ihe students’ responses afier the use of clustaring
and paraphrasing in learning reading. Five aplions were provided to respond the

ments about the implementation of clustering and paraphrasing. They were
Strongly Agree, Agree, Undecided, Disagree. Strongly Disagree.

NGS OF THE RESEARCH
The resoarch result can be seen from questionnaira resull, the observation
checklisl and lest resull. The observalion checklisl shows that the researchers
implamented clustering and paraphraging wel, Al steps woere applied by the
researchers suilable with aclivities prepared in cbservation checklist. The result of
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queshormaire also shaws thal the studenis gave positive and good responses. It s
presenied in the following table
Table 1. The Students’ Resporses Result of Clustering and Paraphrasing

Mo Staternant 54 A u o 50
1 Glussaring 15 ane af gaad i 11
siratagy in lmarning resdeng
2 Chistenng &5 easy ko b made 8§ 14
31 Clustarng helps us o find 7 &
Wieas and nformation af e
1ex] easily
4. Clstarng aasgiais ws o 15 7
undarsiand 1he e easly
3.  Cmstenng canbe appled 1o 13 a
gl tha contant of tha met
] Paraphriasng can ba usaed n 1 12
lsaming reading
7 kaking paraphrasing s 12 o
BARIr with clugterng mase
4 Paraphrasng helps usto 1a 12
comprahsind the et
9. Paraphrasing quidas ws ta B 14
gain information restated .
10, Chlusbarng and parapheagng 16 &
gre naeded in learmng
Edraading

Mate: SA: Strongly Agrea, A- Agrea, U: Undecided. D: Disagres, SD: Strangly Disagres

Baszed on the 1able above, 11 can ba seen hal the studans gave good responses
toward tha implementation of clustering and paraphrasing. Clustering helps them 1o
aoblain the ideas and iInformation of the text easily. Thay aiso agree If clustering was
easy o be made. Consequently, the text was sasier fo comprahend by oreating
clustering. Paraphrasing also assists the students to understand the text by restating
the ideas and irformation with thedr own worde, Paraphrasing was easier 1o be aranged
with clustering that made before, They had key words from dustering to arrange in their
paraphrasing. In conclusion, clustering and paraphrasing assist the students o
undersiand the text easily, Clustering guides them to paraphrase easily, They used the
key wards written in iheir clustering to paraphrase the fext.

The test result of paraphrasing was also good. The average of students'
paraphrasing was 82.34. It can be sean that tha students had idea 1o be written in their
paraphrasing. They used the writtan words in their clusiering 1o ba devaloped m their
paraphraging, The words in clustering guided them 1o arranga the paraphraszing easiy,
Consaquenily, they could restate the idea and information with their own words
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OMNCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

Based on the result of the ressarch, it can bs concluded that clustering and
paraphrazing assisted the students to gain the information of the text easiy. Tha
questiommaire result about the wse of clustering and paraphrasing shows that the
studerts gave good and posilive response. Clustering helped them get the ideas of the
tecet by visualizing them. Tha students could find deas and informaton of tha text and
undersiand the content ol i@ sasily, By makng clusierng. the students sasily
construcied the paraphrase of the fexi. They used the key words written in thedlr
clustering in paraphrasmg. Paraphrasing guided them fo gain information fo restate the
content of the text. |t can be seen from the result of it. The mean scora of students’
paraphrasing was 8234 In conclesion, clustering and paraphrasing helpad thea
students understand the text easily,

Suggestion are given to the teachers or lecturers and next researchers. The
teachers or lecturers can use clustering and paraphrasing in teaching reading,
Clustaring and paraphrasing can also be sppled tor difterant text. The next researchars
are aiso recommendad Lo conduct the research aboul clustaring and paraphrasing n
diffarant design or types of tha taxt.
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