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Abstract

The objective of the research s o know how Town Map <an improve the tenth-grade
studenis’ abilify of wrting descnptive text 2t SMA Neger 2 Trenggatek i the academic
year 2012/2013. The research design used was collaborative action research. This
ressarch was conducled in tWwo cycles and each cycle was divided into four stages. they
ale planning, acting. ebsening, and raflecting. The subjects of this study were students of
class X-G in the academic year 2012/2013 which consisied of 35 students. Theresearch
iInstruments used were tesis, gueshionnaires, obsenvation sheets, and field noies. Data
collected with observation shests wers analyzaed qualitatively, while daia collecied by tesis
2nd guesiionnaires ware analyzed guaniiatively. Tne resull of 1his research showed thal
the use-of Town Map can improve the witing ability of X-5 class-students of SMA Negen
2 Trenggalek in writing descnptive text This can be seen from the-increase of the
perceniage in the pre-test. posttest in cycie-one, and post-test in cycle two. The results of
the pre-test showed that only 10 students (28%) out of 35 students successfully passad
the writing test. Then, In the first post-test cycie thare were 17 (349%) of 35 students passad
and 30 students (86%) of 35 students succeeded and had achieved the success cnisna in
the second cycle:

Keywords: Descriplive text, Town Map, Writing Abllity,

INTRODUCTION

Engiish plays.a very important role in the world It has 2 lof of influencs such as in
education, business, technolegy, soence, finance, and medicine [n leaming English,
students -should be trained in the four language skills namely lisiening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Beside the language skills, English language also has some
components such as vocabulary, grammar, pronuncigtion and struciure. Every English

student also has ta master both of English language skill and its components
From preliminary study conducied by the researcher, there were some problems
faced by the tenth class of SMAN 2 Trenggalek in leaming writing The problems were.
1) Students got difficuities to express their idea on writing, 2) They felt writing was very
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difficult. 3) The teacher did not use vanious strategies in teaching writing The teachers.

need more creativity and have to make a new mativation in leaming process to help

their students to izarn English and lessen the students' boredom. One of ways that can

be done by the teacher 15 by using teaching media. There are sa many kinds of media

and one of them 1s: Town Map.

Town Map 15 media that Is used by teachers and students whatever the emphasis:
of the lesson English teachers can employ Town Map as their instructional aids in
teaching writing. Wiegand (2006: 1) slates that free or low-cast supply of hard copy
maps and digital data to schools from national mapping agencies has increassd the
availability of teaching matenals and raised student motivation He also added that
there is evidence- that map basad actvibes are spreading to other parts of the
curnedlum. Using Town Map can be used in ::Iraftlng students writing not only provide
themywith a lot of text to write, they can be also easily vaned according to the students’
level and what 15 most imporiant, they can be practically used in the lessons and gives
the teacher a different way how o provide the language The result of the teaching
grant project shows three important things. First, the use of town map improves the
tzaching writing in the class. Second, the use of town map improves the students’ ability
in writing essay in an interesting way Finzlly, the students are trained to make their
own seniences based on the town map withaut banded and to receve feedback from
their classmates and their teacher.

Town map I1sone of alternative media that can be used In English classes and
that siudents will enjoy. By using Town Map wathin the CTL approach in leaching
descriptive texts, both of the writing process and purposeful writing will be able to be
irtegrated The students will b= interest and sirengths could be raised up. According to
Wiegand (2008 43), two ssts of studies shed light on children's ability to identify a route
using 2 map. First, children are asked to describe 3 route from map Information
Second, children are asked to follow a real world reute indicated on a map: It is very
useful In writng acbvibes because it can help the wiiers 1o generale, visualize,
structure and classify idea which can help the studenis to be befter in wnting a
descriptive text

As we know that a map is a visual representation of an area — a symbolic depiciion
highlighting reiationships between slemenis of that space such as objects, regions, and
themes: (hitp./len wikipedia org/wikiMap) According to Winstan (1984) in Wiegand
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(2006: 112), sub-skills in map can also be identified finding location, onenting and
using directions, using scale and finding distance, and selecting media
Writing is the most difficult skill to learn which involves many components ta
cansider, such as content. rhetoric, vocabulary, grammatical structure, and writing
mechanics. Dixon & Nessel (1983: 83) say that it is generally acceptad that wriing 1s

more difficuit than listening, speaking or reading Producing meaning through writing

requires more effort than recognizing meaning through listening or reading. What can
be said aloud cannaot be expressed as easily or quickly in writing, The writer must fallow
the conventions of speliing and punctuation that will make the message understandable
to others

It ean be said that writing is & process in which the writer discovers, organizes,
and communicates his or her fhuug_hts to the readers by using words and symbaols
which are put together in the wntten form. Wiiting is not such a‘lstmple process. Even
professional writers rewrite and rewrite because it takes many attempls to produce the
perfect. finished copy that clearly communicates their ideas (Oshima, 1985 £8). Witing
is a3 key method of communication for mos! people, and it's one that many peaple
struggle with (http Z/vaway omiglot comiwriting/definition him). It is @ way o express
someone’s fesling, although, there is ne denying that writing is often considered as the
hardest skill to be acquired for many people. They want to express their feeling,

theughts and experences, but they getdifficulties in finding cut precise words to reveal
their feeling.

Harmer {2004 4) suggesis the process of wribing inte fowr steps, they are
planning, drafting, editing (reflecting and revising), and final version

The first step is planning In this step, the writers try and decide what it is they
are going 10 say Nexi, the writers have to think aboul thres main 1ssues. The thres
main issues are they have 1o consider the purpose of their writing, think of the audience
they are wnting for, and have to consider the content structure,

The second step is drafting. Drafting refers to the first version of a piece of writing
asadraft This first go at a text s often done on the assumphon that it will be amendead
later As the writing process proceeds info editing, 8 numiber of drafis may be producad
on the way to the final version.

The next step is editing that contain of reflecting and revising. Refiecting and
revisng are often helped by other readers (or editor) who comment and make

Vol 3No, L May 2022 Firdayant & Pracetvo, Improving The Tenth . -44

ESN 2630 - 410X (Print)
ESN 3774 - 3715 (Onlin2)



- LinouA - [iterA
[OURNAL OF ENGLISH L ANGUAGE TEACHING
tiies  EFARNING AND HITERATURE

suggestions. Anather reader’s reaction 1o a piece of writing will help the author to make
appropriate ravisions.

The last 1= creating the fingl version of writing product Onics wiiters have edited
their draft. making the changes they consider to be-necessary, they preduce their final
version. This may look considerably different from both the onginat plan and the first
draft, because things have changed i the editing process. But the wniter Is now ready
to sahd the written text to its infended audience.

Descriptive text is a kind of fext which explains about something looks like, how
it feals. smells, sounds or tastes like. The function 1s ta describe or illusirate a particular
thing, @ person, a place or a condition. Descriptive texts include an introduction followed
by an ordered outline of features of the thing being described and thers may be
evaluative comments throughout A concluding comment may sum up the description
The particular language features used in descriptive texts are: particular nouns, factual
adjectives or adjectives which classify or present an opinion, and refating feeling and
action verbs, similes and metaphors can also be used to enhance the text (June, 2009
),

According to Anderson & Anderson (1898 25), arammatical features of a factual
description are (3) verb in the present tense, (b) adiective to describe the feature of
the subject, (c) topic sentence and organize the vanous aspect of the description,
zenernc structure of descnplive text: (3) .rdentiﬁt:attnn: identifies the phenomenon to be
described, (b) description describes paris, qualities, charactenstics. Descriptive text
include: (3) desenplions of a particular bulding, (b) descnptions of paricular animal, (c)
descriptions of a particular place, (d) descriptions of a specific person  Descriptive
paragraph is to entertain, to gain and hold a readers’ interest

METHOD

The research design of this study 15 classroom action research. Classroom
action research 15 2 method for improving and modifying the working system of &
classroom n school (Singh, 2006: 281) Further, the researcher employs the
callaborative action research design The researcher warks together with the English
teachers to solve the writing ability problem in the class The researcher is the observer
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an the aoiher hand, the English teacher leads the teaching and leaming procass of
writing

This research was conducied at SMA Negeri 2 Trenggalek which is located at
Jin Soekarno-Hatia Gg. Siwalan Trenggalek The subjects of this research are the
students from X-G class in the academic year 2012/2013 which consisiad of 35
students. The researcher only choosss one ciass that is the tenth G class based on
some considerations: 1) this class has lower scores: 2) the students had less motivation
or were not interested in teaching and leaming Writing process.

Before starting the achon research, the researcher congucied a preliminary
study. This preliminary study aims to see what problems redlly exist dunng teachmng
and leaming writing. |n this stage, the researcher conducied the pre-test to measure
the siudents’ writing ability before the researchertaught the miaterial. It was done in the
X-G students of SMAN 2 Trenggalex on March 25%, 2013 The result showad that the
students still performed poorly i writing descriptive text it was because the students.
were not metivated in wiiting and they lacked wnting practice

In conducting a{:tiun.resea[ch. the researcher used cyclical process. Kemmis
and Taggar revealed that classroom action research has two cycles and each cycle
eonsists of four stages, they are planning, acting, cbserving, and reflacting. In the
planning stage, the researcher designed the lesson plan, designed the research
instrument, and set up the critena of success. Next, in the acting stage, the nesearcher
implements the Town Map application as a media to help the students generate their
ideas in the pre-writing step. Then, in the observing stage, the researcher obsarves the
teaching and leaming process of writing in the classroom. Lastly, in the refiecting stage,
the researcher reflects and analvzes whether the teaching-learning process |:s done
successiully or notto reach the objectives of the lesson plan In each cycie

The instruments used m this research to collect the data are tests,
questionnaires, abservation checklist, and field nofes. The test instrument consisis of
pre-test and posttest Predtest is given to the subjert of the study before the
implementation of the technique while post-test is given after the implementation of the
technigue to measure the students wnting ability after they taught by using Town Map
Next, in this study. there aretwo types of questionnaires used. The first questionnaire
s used o know the students’ attitudes toward wrting a2ctivities and their probiems in
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writing descriptive texis in the preliminary study and the second questionnaire is used
to know the students' responses on the application of Town Map in wiiting activity to
drafting their writing in the last cycle. Further, obsenvation checklists are used to collect

information about the students’ activities during the teachmg and leaming process also

to collect the information related to the teacher's activites dunng the process of
teaching wrting Furthermore, field notes are used to record phenomenon and
essential features in the classroom during the action that are not able to be covered by
the observation sheels

The data that has been collected is analyzed using gqualitative and quaniitative
techniques. Data collected through cbsenation sheets are analyzed qualitatively
Meanwhile, the data on students’ wnting scores and questionnaires are- analyzed
quantitatively. The Guttman scale is usad to analyze the answers to the questionnaire.
The answer "Yes" i15'given a2 score of 1 and the answer "No™ 1s givent a score of 0
(Riduwan, 2007 17). The researcher analyzes each item and finds the percentage of
the score using the following famula

%S=1xY x 100% (1)
1xN

Pescription
%S = petcentage of score
Y = number of students whe answer “Yes’
N = total of students
FINDING AND DISCUSSIONS

Based on the data obtained from the chservation of students writing ability there
was significance improvement from prebiminary study to first and second cycle.

In prefiminary study, the researcher delivered questionnaire to the students in
order ta know the siudents’ attitude toward writing activities and their problems in writing
descriptive texts. In brief. based on the data gained from questionnaire, more than half
of tenth grades students did not have interest in wiiting 3 compostion, especially &
descriptive text Most of them had some problems in wiiting. As ordered to the most
difficult problem to the difficult one, the problems were related to the grammatical
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siruciure, idea development and organization, and vocabulary Therefore, they still
performed poorly in writing

The researcher also gave pre-test to the students to measure students” writing
ability in descniptive text The result of students’ wnting test score-in preliminary study
i= did not meet the critena of success yet. the mimmum critenza of success reached
75%, there were only 10 (29%) students were passed the test. while the other 25
studems (71%) were falled It means that the research was unsuccassiul The students
still confused in arranging words into goed sentences. They did not know hiow 1o write
& good descniptive fext

The first cycle was camed out through Tour stages. they are planning. acting,
cbsemnving, and refiecting

Inthe planming stage. the researcher made some preparations for the ‘acton.
The researcher designed the lesson plans used to teach how to wiite descriptive text
as a part of teaching wriling. Besides, the research prepared studenis’ worksheet
cantaining the model of the descriptive text and the generic structure of descriptive text
for the students The researcher aiso carefully prepared other things needed in
conducting the research, including preparation of research instruments in writing
mastery and got information of the critena of success from the English teacher, so the
researcher would know when to stop the research The sconng rubnic was alse
prepared to assess the students writing.

The acting stage of cycle one consisted of three meetings. Here, the researcher
worked with the cbservation sheet to record the teaching learming aclivihes and the
students™ attitude. The first meeting was held on Wednesday, March 277, 2013, at
0915 am until 11.00 am. In the first meeting, the teacher explained about descriptive
text in detall After making sure that all of the students had received the handouts. the
teacher asked the students to read the texts and asked students to answer the
queshons about the text and entify the charactenstics of genenc structure used The
teacher asked the sludents to make the cutine based on the town map given
mdndually and ask them to develop it to be draft. Then, asked the students to develop
the draft to be descriptive text. The second meeting was carried out on Monday, April
1= 2013, at 11.00am - 12 30 p m The meeting was focused on reviewing the lesson.
the teacher defivered handout to the students. In the main activites, the teachsr
explainad to the students Now to write the descriptive text by using town map they have
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learned and identify the charactenstics of generic structure used The teacher asked
the students to make the outline based on the town map given individually and ask
them to develop it to be 3 draft Then, asked students o develop the draft to be
descriptive text. The third meeting was focusaed on getting score from the students and
it was held on Thursday, April 4™ 2013, at 10.15 am untl 1100 am The post-test
formed in completing the blank paragraph using the word given and composing
descriptive paragraph using Town Map. The teacher delivered the post-lest o the
siudemns. The feacher walked around the class while abserving the studenis’ activity in
doing the post-test
The researcher found that the students’ ability in writing descriptive text had
increased. There were 17 students (49%) out of 35students who could pass the wnting
test, while 18 students (51%) were still falled. They faced difficuliies to write the teﬂ.
The studenis still conifused In completing the paragraph beside they did not know how
to write a goad descriptive text. The studenis =core of the test was under the standard
which has been delermined. This resedrch was unsuccessful and needed to be
improved in the next cycle.
Then, the ressarcher made reflection. In cycie one. the students made the
outline without focused in generating their ideas Thus, in cycle one. the teacher taught
them how to organize their idea by applying other themes and more of town map 1o

help them crganize their ideas. Then, the researcher designed the lesson plan. It made
i1 orger to help the teacher knowing the students need and to mobivate the students in
followinig the lesson in the elass. From the reflechon of cycle one, the researcher had
found some problems. Actually, studenis gave pasitive responses. Besides, they wers
excited when theéy wrote, but they did not know how to write a good descriptive text and
canfused in arranging words.

Improvement of action in cycle two was needed to soive the problems have been
found in the cycle one. The planning of actien in cycle two was by revising the lessan
plan in cycle one n consideration to the students’ weakness in the action of teaching
learning process

Same as cycle ane, the acting stage of cycle two was also held for three
meetings. The first meeting was done on Monday, Apnl 8* 2013, at 11 00 am. —urtil
1230 pm The teacher asked the student about the difficulties found in the last
mesting -After that, to stmulate students’ interest on the topic would be studied, the
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teacher asked some questions related to the topic. The teacher demonstrated the way
to make descrptive text based on Town Map After that, the teacher distnbuted the
handout for the students’ exarcises. She asked the students to make a draft from the
Town Map presented before. Having finished making a drafi, she askad the students
to develop the draft to be final composition of descnptive text. The second meeting was
done-on Wednesday, April 1092013 at 1015 am untl 11.45 am In the beginning of
this mesting, the teacher reviewed last topic for about 10 minutes. Next, she gave an
oppariunity 1o the studenis (o ask if they get difficulties in writing the toplc. Then, the
teacher discussed the problem faced by students in writing déscriptive text. After that
the teacher explained how to make descriptive text using Town Map with the adverbial
of place in order to make a good compesition Just the same as what they did in meeting
1, the teacher gave another Town iap with-another theme-and asked students to make
an outline, draft then compose it into the final composition of descrptive text using
adverbial The third meeting was conducted an Thursday, Apnl 1772013 at 1015am
uritil 11 00 a. m. The meeting was focused on measunmg the students” improvement on
writing descriptive text after integrated with Town Map in teaching learning process
The post-test formed in composing descriptive paragraph using Town Map which was
like the jessan before and adding with adverbial

The researcher also gave some fems in the questionnaire to know the students
responses of the media. The result showed that 94% of students were excited to follow
the course. Second, 86% of studenits felt more active In teaching and learning process
throughi Town Map Third, 80% of studenis revealed that they eould implement Town
Map in teaching and learning procass Fourth, 89% of students think they could write
descriptive text easier by using Town Map. Fifih, 97% of students state that they could
use Town Map to improve their writing ability So, generally, it could be concludad that
the students were jnterested and excited to foliow the activity Conseguently, their
ability an writing subject could be improved and developed.

The result of cycle two showed that 30 students (85%) out of 35 studenis were
suiccessful and it had achieved the critena of success. Only 5 students (14%) out of 35
students were unsuccessful and had achieved the oriteria of success It means that the
studenis’ ahility in writing descriptive text through Town Map is improved. So, the
researcher stops the ressarch
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The precentage of studeniz’ score in pre-test, posi-test 1 and post-test 2 could

be seenin this following diagram

R

pREEEEERE

Pretest “Poarisar 1l Posi-isss?

Figure 1. The precentage of sucess in pre-test, post-iest 1 and posi-test 2

From the diagram above. it can be seen that the score of the students’ writing
ability had improved It means that the integration of using Town Magp in the teaching
of writing descriptive was implemented successfully in X-5 to help the students improve
their writing ability.

The mprovement of students segre In wiiting descriptive text could not be
separated with the use of town map. The use of town map in le2ming writing gave many
atvantages for the students First, the use of town map improves the teaching writing
in the class. Second, the use of town mag improves the students ability in writing essay
in an interesting way Finally, the students are trained to make their own sentences
based on the Town Map. It is supported by Wiegand (2006: 1) that free or low-cost
supply of hard copy maps-and digital data to schools from national mapping agencies
has increased the availability of teaching materials and raised student rotivation
There is evidence 160 that map-based activities are spreading to other paris of the
cumculum. From the explanation above, it could be said that the implementation of
town map in writing process can impraved the X-G students’ writing achievement in
writing descriptive text at SMA Negeri 2 Trenggaiek
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This finding was alsc suported by the previous research which had been
canducted by Yunitasan (2012) and Sa'diyah The result of Yunitzsan's research
entitied "Improving the Tenth Grade Students’ Ability of Writing Descriptive Text Lising
a Direction Picture at SMA Negen 1 Durenanin Academic Year 2011/2012° showed
that the students’ writing ability was improved after being taught using direction picture:
Meanwhile the result of Sa‘djyah‘s- research entitied “Improving Students’ Ability in
Writing Descriptive Texts through a Picture Series Aided Leaming Sirategy” showed
that this media can improve studenis’ writing ability

CONCLUSION

After the implementatian of the strategy, the researcher finds the students'
writing alility can be developed |t can be seen by the increase of the students’ test
results from the preliminary study, to cycle 1 and cycle 2 It can be conciuded that the
integration of Tawn Map in the teaching of descriptive texts as a media to help students.
in making -cutlines and drafts was effective o improve students’ writing achievement
and interest in follewing the subject.

The use of Town Map made the students could explore their imagination
Therefore, from thelr imagination the students could develep their writing of descriptive
text. Finally, the students' attitude towards wnting activities had improved from the
prefiminary study to cycle 1 and cycle 2 and they met of the critenia of success.

In order to improve the students achievement in writing a descrniptive text.
Enghsh teachers are suggested to Inlegrate Town Map in the teaching of writing.
Besides, the teacher should master in the curriculum, media, method, and teaching-
l€arning process must suitable o the students’ albility and capacity and the situation of
the ciass The students are suggested to use Town Map as mediain drafting their ideas.
in the prewriting stage. Thus, they will b= able to explore their ideas and include the
ideas in their descriptive texts more easily They could explore what they want ta write
Next. for future researchers. this study also can be used as a reference to conduct
further research dealing with the implementation of Town Map In the teaching and
learming precess of witing.
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